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Remember…

• Our goal is to get you the best possible information
• We can only work with what we get
• There are limitations to the assays we perform 

• Some require very specific sample material
• Some require specific volumes/amount of sample
• Some assays are species-specific
• Some things we just can’t do!

• *Always reference our submission guide for the most up to date 
info regarding available tests & submission information
• https://liv.mt.gov/_docs/Lab/Forms/4.4.1.1-MVDL-Submission-Guide-

and-Fee-Schedule.pdf

https://liv.mt.gov/_docs/Lab/Forms/4.4.1.1-MVDL-Submission-Guide-and-Fee-Schedule.pdf
https://liv.mt.gov/_docs/Lab/Forms/4.4.1.1-MVDL-Submission-Guide-and-Fee-Schedule.pdf




Single Animal Submission Form (SV43)
• What do we absolutely need? 

• Submitter information*
• Please let us know if your contact information has 

changed (this includes billing info)
• Owner name and address

• Important for traceback, should the need arise
• Animal demographics

• Name or numerical ID 
• Age (if unknown, “adult” or “juvenile” is fine)
• Species and breed (if known)
• Sex 
• Collection date*

• Samples being submitted
• Type of sample (fluid, tissue, etc.)

• Serum ≠ plasma – need appropriate sample for test
• NUMBER of each type of sample*
• Anatomic location (e.g., swabs, aspirates)* - this may 

affect what we set up!
• History!!!

• Can be brief, include relevant differentials – this may 
also affect what we set up & how we do it!
• Select Agents, dimorphic fungi, etc.

• Special requests: CREMATION, hold, etc.
• Tests requested (if not listed, write in “History”)

• If you are not sure, check user guide or call us!

Remember: if information is 
missing, your case will be 
delayed until we can get in 

touch with you!



Multiple Animal Submission Form (Excel) 
• Herd testing

• Multiple sick animals from the same herd or screens
• If serology/PCR testing, use this form

• Individual sick animals - things like cultures/diarrhea panels 
and clin path panels, use SV43 for each animal 

• What do we absolutely need? 
• Submitter information
• Owner name and ANIMAL LOCATION

• Important for traceback
• DSA reimbursement – Brucella testing ONLY
• Animal demographics

• Name or OFFICIAL animal ID if for regulatory testing & 
corresponding tube number**

• Blue sharpie ink on blood tubes is helpful!
• ELECTRONIC FORM!!!

• Species and breed (if known)*
• Collection date*

• Samples being submitted
• Type of sample and NUMBER of each type of 

sample/tubes*
• History!!!

• Can be brief: Export (where), DSA, screening, etc.
• Tests requested 

• If you are not sure, refer to submission guide and/or call 
us!

• Pooled vs. individual PCR (sorted if possible)
• Specific test helps! (e.g., ELISA vs. SN)
• If not listed in drop down, “Individual Specimen/Request”

Remember: if information is missing, your 
case will be delayed until we can get in 

touch with you!



Official Animal Identification

• Absolutely necessary for regulatory testing
• Facilitated by electronically submitted laboratory paperwork



Other things to consider:
• Electronic submissions (Excel based for Multiple Animal Submission Form)

• Copy is retained indefinitely 
• Less risk of transcription errors
• Ability for us to print out a new form if the one in the shipment gets contaminated with manure or other bodily fluids

• Several other submission forms – OK depending on circumstances
• Federal Brucella submission form (send with an Excel copy of IDs)
• Salmonella submission form (poultry/egg producers)
• EIA (carbon copy vs. VSPS vs. GVL)

• For large cases, if a single (or a few) tubes are omitted, please highlight or make an obvious note of the 
missing tubes

• E.g., 300 samples submitted, first tube is “1”, last tube is “302”
• Really time consuming to try to cross reference every tube to the submission sheet to figure out which ones are missing (slows 

down accessioning for everyone)

• Tracking numbers!
• Regardless of what carrier you use…

• More info to the lab = more comprehensive results
• Initiates consultation if something is unexpected or if we think you might benefit from additional testing beyond what is 

requested

• Please try to use current submission forms to ensure all required info is there



Questions?
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